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Overview:
Standards for ESL/EFL help teachers guide their professional development and classroom practices. Four
experts in the field will give formal presentations and lead participants in the discussion of standards and related
teacher preparation issues that focus both on the instructor and the instruction. The symposium will deal with all
aspects of effective teaching: planning, instructing, and assessing.
The symposium will offer English language teaching (ELT) professionals from Central America and the
Caribbean the opportunity to learn from each others’ experience with professional development, while the four
experts help them identify the qualities, skills, and practices that every teacher should pursue. TESOL’s affiliate,
Panama TESOL, chose the theme for this symposium.

TESOL acknowledges and appreciates the assistance of Panama TESOL and ULACIT.
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A TESOL Symposium on English Language Teaching Standards
TOPICS and SPEAKERS:
Topic: Are Standards Practical Tools for Personal and
Professional Development for EFL Teachers?
Standards can provide EFL teachers with a framework for
personal and professional development, including improving
instructional practices and results. Using the Standards for ESL/EFL
Teachers of Adults (TESOL, 2009) as a guide, the speaker will share
research findings and analyze the conditions that need to be met in
order to empower EFL teachers to take ownership of their
professional development.
Fernando Fleurquin, M.D., has more than 25 years of experience
in ELT, including training educators in teaching, assessment, and
program administration in Asia, Europe, Latin America, and the
United States. He is currently the Director of the English Language
Center, University of Maryland, Baltimore County, in the United
States. Previously, he supervised the administration of the highstakes English exams developed at the University of Michigan. For
more than 20 years he worked at the Binational Center in
Montevideo, Uruguay, as the Academic Director, teacher, teacher
educator, materials writer, and examiner.

Topic: Standards: A Metric for Language Teaching
and Learning
The expansion of the standards movement has enabled
educators to apply a common metric to describe student expectations
and performance. For teachers and administrators working in
language education, this trend has translated into a vision for
language teaching, and for students it provides a means of monitoring
and documenting their learning. This presentation speaks to TESOL’s
2006 PreK–12 English language proficiency standards and how they
serve as the anchor for curriculum, instruction, and assessment for
language education, particlarly in today’s high-stakes educational
environment.
Margo Gottlieb, Ph.D., is Lead Developer, World-Class Instructional
Design and Assessment (WIDA) Consortium, Wisconsin Center for
Education Research, University of Wisconsin, and Director,
Assessment and Evaluation, Illinois Resource Center. Starting her
career as a language education teacher and administrator, she has
been a Fulbright Senior Specialist in Chile and has provided
professional development to educators internationally and across the
United States. Active in TESOL, her latest books and publications
focus on ELT standards and how to implement them.

highlighting advantages as well as constraints through examples from
various countries. Standards might lead to a reductive typology in
teacher education, and the final part of the presentation focuses on
the place of teacher autonomy in a standardized environment. If we
succeed in finding a feasible balance between professional autonomy
and responsibility, there is a good chance we will enjoy the strongly
needed quantum leap in education and, as such, also in teacher
education.
Kari Smith, Ph.D., is a professor of education at the University of
Bergen, Norway, and the head of the university’s teacher education
program. She is involved with national research and development
projects on teachers’ classroom assessment practices and the role of
portfolios as a communication tool. Her various past leadership roles
in the field include coordinating the Testing, Evaluation and
Assessment special interest group for International Association for
Teachers of English as a Foreign Language.

Closing Session:
Debra Psychoyos is founder and executive director of The ProEd
Alexander Psychoyos Foundation in Panama and currently a doctoral
candidate with the Educational Leadership Cohort at the University of
Missouri-Columbia. Her diverse experience over 27 years includes
working as a primary and secondary teacher, reading improvement
specialist, student teacher supervisor, new teacher mentor, school
psychologist, instructional coach, and university professor in a TESOL
masters program at the Universidad Latina in Panama.

Register Today!
Take advantage of TESOL’s convenient register by e-mail,
pay onsite option.
All participants must register directly with TESOL.
For complete information, visit TESOL’s Web site at
www.tesol.org/panamasymposium
Tel: +1-703-518-2528 E-mail: edprograms@tesol.org
Registration fee: US$20

Topic: Standards—of Help or Hindrance to
Professional Development?
Standards have become the focus of education throughout the
world. In my presentation I briefly discuss the concept of standards,
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