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Program Overview
This academy will provide you with practical, research-based ideas, strategies, and tools to help you improve your ELT work. 
Through interaction with leading international experts, you will engage in peer-to-peer networking and knowledge-sharing.

Themes:
Workshop 1	 K–12 Methodology
Workshop 2	 Teachers in Action Research
Workshop 3	 Computer-Assisted Language Learning (CALL) in Various Scenarios
Workshop 4	 Grammar: Theories & Methodologies

Schedule at a Glance 
11 JULY 2018
9:00 am–10:30 am Registration/Check-in (FRONT AREA AT MAIN ENTRANCE)

10:30 am–12:00 pm Opening Ceremony & Keynote (AUDITORIUM LETICIA MA TAY)

Welcoming Remarks
Grazzia Mendoza, President, HELTA
Luciana de Oliveira, President, TESOL International Association

Speaker Introductions & Presentation Overviews

Keynote
Luciana de Oliveira, President, TESOL International Association

12:00 pm–1:00 pm Lunch (CAFETERIA AREA)

1:00 pm–5:00 pm CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS 1 (with 15-minute coffee break)
Location: GLOBAL MBA 1 GLOBAL MBA 2 COMPUTER LAB AUDITORIUM LETICIA MA TAY

Theme: K–12 Methodology Teachers in Action 
Research

CALL in Various  
Scenarios

Grammar: Theories & 
Methodologies

Language Functional 
Awareness in the  
EFL Context, 
Holly Hansen-Thomas

What Gets Monitored Gets 
Done! Developing Your 
Action Research Toolkit, 
Kia McDaniel

Learning Visually, 
Susan Gaer

Four Trends in Teaching 
Grammar: Methods,  
Tools, and Ideas,  
Gabriel Maggioli

12 JULY 2018
9:00 am–11:00 am CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS 2

Location: GLOBAL MBA 1 GLOBAL MBA 2 COMPUTER LAB AUDITORIUM LETICIA MA TAY

Theme: K–12 Methodology Teachers in Action 
Research

CALL in Various  
Scenarios

Grammar: Theories & 
Methodologies

Language Functional 
Awareness in the  
EFL Context, 
Holly Hansen-Thomas

What Gets Monitored Gets 
Done! Developing Your 
Action Research Toolkit, 
Kia McDaniel

Assessment for  
Language Learning,  
Susan Gaer

Four Trends in Teaching 
Grammar: Methods,  
Tools, and Ideas,  
Gabriel Maggioli

11:00 am–12:00 pm Lunch (CAFETERIA AREA)

12:00 pm–4:00 pm CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS 3 (with 15-minute coffee break)
Location: GLOBAL MBA 1 GLOBAL MBA 2 COMPUTER LAB AUDITORIUM LETICIA MA TAY

Theme: K–12 Methodology Teachers in Action 
Research

CALL in Various  
Scenarios

Grammar: Theories & 
Methodologies

Language Functional 
Awareness in the  
EFL Context, 
Holly Hansen-Thomas

What Gets Monitored Gets 
Done! Developing Your 
Action Research Toolkit, 
Kia McDaniel

Project Based  
Learning (PBL),  
Susan Gaer

Four Trends in Teaching 
Grammar: Methods,  
Tools, and Ideas,  
Gabriel Maggioli 

4:00 pm–5:00 pm Closing Ceremony (AUDITORIUM LETICIA MA TAY)

This program was made 
possible with the generous 

support of the  
Charles W. Seifert Fund.
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Language Functional Awareness in the EFL Context
Holly Hansen-Thomas, Texas Woman’s University, Texas, USA

This interactive workshop introduces EFL teachers to the functional language awareness approach and 
explores how they can attend to language functions and language awareness as they teach content 
concepts in English. Participants delve into concepts such as how functions can help tailor content-
area instruction in mathematics, science, social studies, and English language arts, and deepen learning 
for ELs; the importance of knowing how your students’ backgrounds can inform instruction; and how 
grammar, vocabulary, and other aspects of linguistics can facilitate content learning. Participants learn 
how discourse analysis can be used as a tool to analyze pedagogy, and they work collaboratively to 

plan pieces of lessons using the functional language awareness approach.

Holly Hansen-Thomas is Professor of ESL and Bilingual Education at Texas Woman’s University. She is a two-time Fulbright 
Scholar and has worked with teachers of English learners (ELs) for several decades. Her research interests include ESL training 
for mainstream secondary-level teachers and ELs’ development of academic language in mathematics and science.

What Gets Monitored Gets Done!  
Developing Your Action Research Toolkit
Kia McDaniel, Prince George’s County Public Schools, Maryland, USA

Action research allows teachers to improve their professional practice, increase student engagement 
and address specific instructional challenges that they experience in their classrooms. During this 
interactive session, participants explore the seven steps in the action research process to improve 
classroom instruction and/or programs for students learning English. Participants receive tools and 
strategies that assist with developing focus questions, identifying areas of improvement, and analyzing 
and interpreting data to plan for personal and professional growth. They also explore opportunities for 

action research in their current role, methods for tracking progress, outcomes, and reflections.

Kia McDaniel is currently the ESOL supervisor for Prince George’s County Public Schools. Previously, she worked as a classroom 
teacher, reading specialist, and ESOL teacher specialist. She also serves as an adjunct professor at University of Maryland and a 
consultant, helping teachers meet the unique needs of English learners.

Learning Visually

Assessment for Language Learning

Project Based Learning (PBL)
Susan Gaer, Santa Ana College, California, USA 

In “Learning Visually,” participants learn about interactive computer tools to visually enhance language 
learning. Participants create a photo collage, a video, and a screencast that could be useful in their 
classes. 

“Assessment for Language Learning” explores formative and summative techniques to access language learning. The workshop 
explore four different online tools for accessing listening, speaking, vocabulary, and grammar. After looking at sample 
assessments developed by the facilitator, participants create an assessment of their own choosing.

Session Abstracts and Presenter Biographies

 (continued)



In “Project Based Learning (PBL),” participants are grouped based on interest and develop a lesson using online tools for their 
classes. During the first three hours of this class, participants work on their projects with facilitator assistance, and during the 
final hour they present and celebrate their projects.

Susan Gaer is professor emeritus at Santa Ana College and the president-elect of CATESOL. She was the TESOL Computer-Assisted 
Language Learning Interest Section (CALL-IS) chair, TESOL Nominating Committee chair, the technology enhanced language 
learning chair for CATESOL, and a series consultant for Project Success. She has a passion for using technology with students.

Four Trends in Teaching Grammar:  
Methods, Tools, and Ideas
Gabriel Maggioli, National Teacher Education College, Montevideo, Uruguay

The teaching of grammar has had a strong presence, and influence, in the development of the 
profession. With each new discovery in the field, grammar has been repositioned and managed to 
remain afloat, while other instructional practices have been discontinued. In this interactive four-
session workshop, we explore four main trends in the teaching of grammar. We take a pragmatically 
informed perspective to analyzing what each of these trends can offer teachers, learners, teacher 
trainers/educators, and curriculum development specialists and explore ways in which the instructional 

procedures and instructional configurations associated with each trend are still valid to the local reality. The workshops 
emphasize working collaboratively to discover the tenets of each trend and applying its principles to the design of grammar 
learning opportunities for students in English as a foreign language contexts.

Gabriel Diaz Maggioli is a teacher whose research focuses on the application of sociocultural learning theory to the field of 
teacher learning. Author and co-author of 28 books, he currently lives and works in Uruguay, where he is tenured professor of 
TESOL methods at the National Teacher Education College, and director of the MATESOL program at CLAEH University.

Susan Gaer (continued)

TESOL International Association and HELTA gratefully acknowledge the support of these academy sponsors.

This academy was organized by TESOL International Association and HELTA.
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Join the Conversation  
on Social Media!

#TESOLacademy      @TESOL_Assn      @HeltaTesol

Learn more at www.tesol.org/learn


